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7S E, which is a deliberately added contaminant used to dilute cannabis oils. 11 The outbreak demonstrates the potential dangers associated with unregulated vaping products that may contain harmful contaminants.
While smoking prevalence among women in Malaysia remains very low (1.5%), 46.4% of men currently smoke and there has been little change in smoking over the past 3 decades. 12 Access to a substitute nicotine product that can replace the behavioral and pharmacological effects of smoking could be useful for increasing quitting among smokers with high nicotine addiction and younger smokers, who currently have the lowest quit rates in Malaysia. 12 However, policies to discourage both smoking and vaping among adolescents are needed, as are product standards to reduce risks to those who vape. Currently, there is no consensus in the public health field on what regulatory framework is optimal to achieve the goals of assisting smokers to quit while protecting youth from nicotine addiction. In the Asia Pacific region, regulation ranges from complete bans on all vaping products (eg Singapore, Thailand) to medicinal regulation for vaping products containing nicotine and tobacco regulation for those that do not (eg, Australia, Malaysia), to regulation under tobacco control laws (e.g. New Zealand), and little regulation at all (e.g. Mainland China). These divergent approaches reflect different emphases on potential risks versus potential benefits.
Effective and appropriate policymaking in this contentious area requires good-quality data on who is using vaping products, how they are using them, and why they are using them. The articles in this special issue of Asia Pacific Journal of Public Health aim to contribute to the evidence base about e-cigarettes and related vaping products, as they are currently used in Malaysia. The findings are drawn from national surveys conducted in Malaysia, which collected data on smoking and vaping behaviors, perceptions of relative harmfulness, and reasons for vaping. The results show that a substantial minority of the Malaysian population, particularly young men who smoke, use vaping products. 1 There has also been experimentation among adolescents, with recent use strongly associated with being a male who also smokes. 13 While these surveys indicate the need for ongoing close monitoring of vaping prevalence in Malaysia, they also demonstrate the continued high prevalence of smoking among Malaysian men. It is important that while trying to address the new challenge of vaping products, public health effort is not diverted from reducing use of the nicotine product that is responsible for the majority of premature mortality and morbidity and nearly 8% of the disease burden in Malaysia: the combustible cigarette. 14 
